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PRAYERS
AT THE TIME OF DEATH

As death approaches, the Church stays close to the one
who is.dying-, to glve comfort and support. The family
should ask that Holy Communion 5d broueht to thL
dying. This is Viaticum, food for the iournev."Members
of the local Church may wish to join the iamily in a
vigil of prayer. Afte1 th6 person,s death, the fadily is
encouraged to continue ih prayer, to take part in ihe
preparation of the vigil (wikei and funerai liturgies,
and. to _participate in the preparation of the bodi for
burial. In all of these mom-enti, many of the traditional
prayers of the Church may be choseri.

VIATICUMI
Viaticum is the sacrament of the dyine. In Viaticum
the dying person is united with Chiist'in his passaqe
out of this world to the Father. When the minister his
brought holy Communion, the rite may begin with the
renewal of the dying person's professi,on oT faith.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Y. Do you reiect sin,
so as to live in the freedom of God,s children?

ry. I do.
V. Do you reiect the glamor of evil

and refuse to be mastered by sin?
ry. I do.
V. Do you reiect Satan,

father of sin and prince of darkness?
ry. I do.

1. NCCB, Catholic Household Blessings and prayers,19gg.



562 Handbook of Prayers

y. Do you believe in God,
the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?

ns. I do.
y. Do you believe in |esus Christ,

his only Son our Lord,
who was born of the Virgin Mury,
was crucified, died, and was buried,
rose from the dead,
and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?

ry. I do.
y. Do you believe in the HolY SPirit,

the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the bodY,
and life everlasting?

ry. I do.
y. This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church.

We are proud to profess it in Christ jesus our Lord.

ry. Amen.
Viaticum is then celebrated in the same manner as Communion
of the Sick (see p.275), but, after giving Communion, the rnin-
ister says:

May the Lord |esus Christ protect you
and lead you to eternal life.

&. Amen.
The concluding Prayer follows:

God ofpeace,
you offer etemal healing to those who believe in you;
vou have refreshed your servant N.
iritn food and drink from heaven:
lead him (her) safely into the kingdom of light.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

ry. Amen.
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COMMENDATION OF THE DYING2
Through the prayers designated for the commenda-
tion of t!9 {1ir,S, the Church helps to sustain their
union with Christ to the Father untit it is brought to
fulfillment after death.
Christians have the responsibility of expressing
their union in Christ by-ioining tlie dvinir person
in prayer for God's meriy and'for cdnfiEdnce in
Christ. In particular, the pr-esence of a priest or dea-
con shows more clearlythat the Christian dies in
the communion of the Church. He should assist the
dying person, and all those present in the recitation
of the prayers of commenddtion; and after the per-
son's death, he should lead the others in the priyers
after Death (p.569). If the priest or deacon is unible
to be present because of 6ther serious pastoral ob-
ligations, other members of the commrinity should
be prepared to assist with these prayers anh should
have the texts readily available io them.
The minister may choose texts from among the
prayers, litanies, aspirations, psalms, and read-ings.
In the selection of fhese texts^, the minister shou"ld
keep in mind the condition and piety of both the
dying person and the members oi th6 familv who
are present. The prayers are best said in a'slow,
gliet m-anner, alternating with periods of silence.
If possible, the ministeisays one or more of the
brief formulas with the dyiirg person. These may
be softly repeated two or tirre6 fimes.
These texts are intended to help the dying person,
if still c-onscious, to face the natural huin# anxiety
about death by imitating Christ in his patient suf-
fering and dying. The ehristian wi[ btr helped to
surmount his or her fear, in the hope of heaveirlv life
and resurrection through the power of Christ,"who
destroyed the power of-death 6y his own dying.

2. (ICEL), Rites of Anointing and Viaticum, pastoral Cnre of tlle Sick, 1982.
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[A person who aPPears to be unconscious may, in re-
iUtv, U" conscioriiand able to hear and join mentally
the-praying.] Even if the dying Person is not con-
scioirs, ihoie-who are present wiil draw consolation
from these prayers and come to a better understand-
ine of the putihut character of Christian death. The
leider maj, be visibly expressed $is-b-y making the
Sisn of th6 Cross onthe forehead of the dying per-
so"n, who was fust signed with the cross-at Baptism'
Immediately after delth has occurred, all may kneel,
while one o[ those Present leads the Prayers.

SHORT TEXTS

One or more of the following short texts may be recited with
the dying Person. If necessary, they may be softly repeated

two or three times:

Who can seParate us
from the love of Christ? Romans 8:35

Whether we live or die,
we are the Lord's. Romans 14:8

We have an everlasting home
in heaven. 2 Corinthians 5:1

We shall be with the Lord
for ever. 1' Thessalonians 4"17

We shall see God as he really is. 1]ohn 3:2

We have passed from death
to life because we love each other. 1' |ohn 3:14

To you, Lord, I lift up my soul. Psalm 25:1

The Lord is my light and my salvation. Psalm 27:1

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living. Psaln2T:\3

My soul thirsts for the living God. Psalm 42:2

Thoueh I walk in the shadow of death,
I wf,l fear no evil, for you are with me. Psalm 23:4
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"In myFather's home there are many
dwelling places," says the Lord Jesus. john 14:2

"Come, blessed of my Father,,, says the Lord Jesus,
"and takepossession of the kingdom
prepared for you." Matthew 25:33

The LordJesus says, "Today
you will be with me in paradise.,, Luke 23:43

The LordJesus says, "I go to prepare
a place for you, and I will come again
to take you to myself." John 14:2_3

I desire that where I am, they also mav be
with me," says the Lord Jeius. !ohnt7:24

Everyone who believes in the Son has eternal life,,,
says the Lord Jesus. |ohn 6:40

Into your hands, Lord,
I commend my spirit. psalm 31:5

Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Acts 7:59
Holy Mary pray for me.
Saint foseph t pray for me.

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, assist me i. -y last agony.

BIBLICAL READINGS

fhe wold of God is proclaimed by one of those present or by
the minister. Selections may be made from the following.

Isaiah 35:3-4, 6c-7,7O-11 1 |ohn 4:16
lob79:23-27a Revelation 2ltl-5a,6_7
Psalm 23 Matthew 25:1-1.3
Psalm 25:1, F11 Mark 15:33-37
Psalm 91 Mark 16:1-8
Psalm 114 Luke22:39-41
Psalm 116:3-5 Luke23:42-43
Psalm 121:1-4 Luke 24:1-8
Psalm 123 John 6:37-40
l Corinthians 15:1-4 lohnt4zi-6,23,27
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LITANY OF THE SAINTS
When the condition of the dying person calls for the use of
brief forms of prayer, those who are Present are encouraged

to pray the Litiny of the Saints-or at least some of its invo-
cations-for him or her. Special mention may be made of the

patron saints of the dying Person, of the family, and of the

parish. The litany may be said or sung in the usual way' Other

iustomary prayers, also, may be used.

Lord have mercy. Lord, have mercy'

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have nercy'
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy'
Holy Mary, Mother of God. Pray for him (her)'

Holy angels of God,...
Abraham, our father in faith,...
David, leader of God's PeoPle/.. '

A11 hoty patriarchs and prophets,...
Saint ]ohn the Baptist,...
Saint Joseph,. . .

Saint Peter and Saint Paul,...
Saint Andrew,...
Saint john,...
Saint Mary Magdalene,...
Saint Stephen,...
Saint Ignatius,...
Saint Lawrence,...
Saint Perpetua and Saint Felicity,...
Saint Agnes,...
Saint Gregory,...
Saint Augustine,...
Saint Athanasius,. . .

Saint Basil,...



Prayers at the Time of Death 567

Saint Martin, Pray for him (her).
Saint Benedict,.. .

Saint Francis and Saint Dominic,...
Saint Francis Xavier,...
Saint John Vianney,...
Saint Catherine,. . .

Saint Teresa,...
Other saints may be included here.

All holy men and women,.. .

Lord, be merciful, Lord, save your people.
From all evil,. ..
From every sh,...
From Satan's power,...
At the moment of death,...
From everlasting death,...
On the day of judgment,. . .

By your coming as mary...
By your suffering and cross,...
By your death and rising to new life,...
By your return in glory to the Fathe1,...
By your gift of the Holy Spirit,...
By your coming again in glory,.. .

Be merciful to us sinners; Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring N. to eternal life,

first promised to him (her) in Baptism,.. .

Raise N. on the last day,
for he (she) has eaten the Bread of life,...

Let N. share in your glory,
for he (she) has shared in
your suffering and death;.. .
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]esus, Son of the living God, Lord, hear our Prayer.
Christ, hear us. Christ, hear us.

Lord |esus,
hear our prayer. Lord Jesus, hear our Prayer'

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION
When the moment of death seems near, the following prayer

may be said:

I commend you, my dear brother (sister),
to almighty God

and entrust you to Your Creator.
May you return to him
who iormed you from the dust of the earth.
May holy Mary, the angels, and all-the saints
come to heet you as you go forth from this life.
May Christ, who was crucified for You,
bring you freedom and Peace.
May Christ, who died for You,
admit you into his garden of paradise.
May Christ, the true ShePherd, _
acknowledge you as one of his flock.
May he forgive all your sins
and set you among those he has chosen.
May yoir see your Redeemer face to face
and enjoy the vision of God for ever.
g.Amen.
The Holy Rosary (pp. 11 ff.) or the Hail Holy Queen (p'451)

may be prayed.

ACCEPTANCE OF DEATH (see P.74)


